
October 15, 2023 
 
Dear Chairman Hoag and Zoning Board members:  
While I am not opposed to solar power, and see it as a part of the solution for future power 
production, the current proposed project in Hoosick is an over-sized commercial venture that 
detracts more from the town than it could ever contribute. If the town is interested in solar 
power, it could develop community supported small non profit projects for solar production 
that would not blight the natural beauty of our town. What has been proposed is far too large, 
does not benefit the community, and conflicts with zoning laws and planning guidelines. 
 
I am writing this request to deny the approval of any Tier 3 Solar Power Plant because it 
conflicts with the Town of Hoosick zoning laws. Our laws are to protect the key natural features 
that create openness and natural beauty. The board members are to assure us protection 
against unsightly, obtrusive or un-neighborly land uses or operations. Approve only projects 
that meet this criteria.  
 
Sincerely, Edward Dick 
75 Pine Valley Rd. 
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 
 
  



Dear Jim,  
 
 The future of our energy needs will be provided by natural gas and nuclear power. 
Solar for us in Hoosick will never be efficient or economical, particularly in the winter 
months when we don't see much sun. 
 
Last Thursday the NYS Public Service Commission turned down a request for vastly 
greater subsidies, about $12 billion worth for 90 alternate power projects. Apparently, 
some folks in government are waking up to the fact pouring billions more of taxpayers' 
money into risky and unproven solar and wind projects is not worth the increase in rates 
property owners will have to pay for our power that is now way above the national 
average. The project or projects you will be reviewing will increase not decrease our 
power bills. 
 
If solar fails as a legitimate provider of energy, as I expect it will, we will have acres 
upon acres of solar panels across the country destroying croplands. When it is finally 
understood that solar is not the answer the cost of removing them and restoring the 
ground will be catastrophic, bonding companies won't be able to meet their obligation, 
and local municipalities will have to pick up the bill. 
 
I encourage you and the board to deny the application before you. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Bill McGovern 
 
 
  



Lori Estes  
Property owner at 105 Mapletown Rd. Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 
 
 
James Hoag, Chairman 

Town of Hoosick Zoning Board 

PO Box 17 

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 

I am writing to ask for your consideration in delaying the approval of any industrial solar farm project in 
Hoosick until there is a clear plan for these projects in the Town Comprehensive Plan. Our town has 
suffered decades of industrial waste & abuse from our polluted river and toxic drinking water, let us not 
destroy our beautiful landscape.  

Numerous towns in New York State and elsewhere are struggling with this issue.  The successful plans 
are well thought out and have designated areas where industrial solar projects are allowed.  A good 
example is the Town of Bennington which has set a goal to preserve the scenic quality of the area and 
they have developed a Scenic Resource Inventory in 2004 which aligned with the Town Plan.  

Their ordinance ensures that solar facilities do not degrade the natural visual appeal of hillsides, 
ridgelines, or open fields.  Industrial solar facilities cannot encroach visually or otherwise aesthetically 
upon a natural or historic area, gateway or upon a stream, wetland or other water source.   

The Town of Hoosick Solar Energy Systems ordinance needs to develop additional items to ensure the 
protection of our scenic quality.  Here are some items to consider: 

•         Our ordinance allows tree cutting and suggests that any tree larger than 6 inches in diameter should 
be minimized.  This is merely guidance but does not prohibit the clear cut of forest in our area.   
•         Should we limit ridgelines and hillsides with open fields?  Would we allow our hills to be dotted with 
5,500 panel industrial solar projects? 
•         Definitions of Native Perennial Vegetation, Pollinator & Prime Farmland are mentioned in the 
“Definitions Specific to Chapter 14” but there is non-existent direction or details on these matters. 

•         Industrial solar projects should be limited to industrial areas per our zoning laws.  These 
areas might be expanded to accommodate the larger demand for alternative energy sources.   

It is reasonable for the Town of Hoosick to embrace the protection of our scenic resources.  They are 
invaluable and make the area attractive for visitors and residents alike.   

Respectfully submitted 

 Sign ........Lori Estes 

  



James Hoag 
Chairman Town of Hoosick Zoning Board  
PO Box 17 Hoosick Falls, NY 12090  
 
 RE: Solar Power Plant – Tier 3 - Special Use Permit  
 
 Dear Chairman Hoag and Zoning Board members: 
 
The sheer size and scale of this proposed Solar Farm is not compatible with our Agricultural 
Residential neighborhood. This is an Industrial Scale facility and belongs on Industrial Zoned 
land.  
 
The future repercussions of this facility remain unknown and the promises from Hawthorn Solar 
are not enough.  I do not trust the Decommissioning Plan for this facility.  This could be a huge 
disaster waiting to happen.  It will be the local area residents that have to deal with it, despite the 
promised bond to pay for decommissioning and the rhetoric from Hawthorn Solar.  It all seems 
like a scam that WE the people in this valley will have to deal with in the future.  Could this turn 
into another crisis like the PFOA contamination we had to deal with? The solar panels are deemed 
"non-hazardous" today, but so was PFOA in the past.  This facility will be 3000 feet from my 
home.  Can you or the solar company really promise that these 50,000+ solar panels will not 
leach/leak/degrade and pollute our water table? That there will be NO repercussions to the land 
and surrounding area? 50,000+ panels over the course of 20-30 years....what about a bad hail 
storm...wind...a thunderstorm?  Will these panels really be carefully maintained? Do you realize 
that most solar companies installing these facilities sell their interest in it within 3-5 years? So 
what will the next company do?    I am truly worried about the precedent this will set for the future 
of our town. Our farm and land owners are being exploited by these solar companies with 
promises of easy money.....the town is being promised extra tax revenue.....but I ask...is this worth 
it?  
 
I am writing this request to deny the approval of any Tier 3 Solar Power Plant because it conflicts with the 
Town of Hoosick zoning laws.   
 
Our laws are to protect the key natural features that create openness and natural beauty. The board 
members are to assure us protection against unsightly, obtrusive or un-neighborly land uses or 
operations. Our law should lump solar power into our industrial districts like hydro, gas, oil, coal, nuclear 
and windmills.  
 
We should also limit the number of solar power plants before there is a blitz and a blight on our 
landscape.  
 
 Sincerely, 
 
Peter Wilke Schaaphok 
Bovie Hill Road 
Hoosick Falls, NY  
 
























































